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were not without their lesson for future dictators. He had
relied on the votes of the masses, as against the parlia-
mentary system, and the masses had backed him up.
Plebiscite and dictatorship are synonymous expressions.
In 1889, when his turn came, General Boulanger nearly
succeeded in getting himself voted into power, but he
omitted to gain control of the army while the Paris mob
was for him. His attempt was a failure. And so we may
say that, for France at all events, and so far as our
present experience goes, if revolutions are born in the
street, coups d'etat are merely repetitions of the i8th
Brumaire and the 2nd December, that is to say, they are
organized inside the government by those who are already
in power. That is almost axiomatic and it were well to
bear it in mind.
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